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Approved for public release; distribution unlimited Preservationists are former Ba'ath party members and government officials loyal to the Saddam Hussein regime.
Traditionalists are the fawq, Shiite tribal fighters who seek to uphold traditional Islamic beliefs. 5 The differences in these groups shows the complex nature of the insurgency's structure.
While all these groups are united by a desire to eject 
Defining Characteristics
Given these differences in long-term goals, location, and to some degree tactics, defining a common set of characteristics in the Iraqi insurgency is problematic.
One of the greatest similarities across the insurgent landscape may be a reliance on networks. must also influence the United States government via the public, from which the government derives its legitimacy.
These acts of influence are generally brief and shocking in effect and form. Taken as discrete events, acts like suicide bombings and RPG attacks are ideal for quick, nonsubstantive, yet shocking news stories. Viewed as a whole, these violent acts may create an environment of hopelessness as described in the introduction. This may then help assure the Iraqi's acquiescence to the insurgent's ideas for regime change.
AMERICAN STREET GANGS AND INSURGENTS
COMMON CHARACTERISTICS
Urban street gangs, both in the United States and worldwide, seem to be a mutated form of urban insurgency. 11 Gentrification is an example I have not validated. I need to find out if economic improvement is a purely selfish motive for gangs. Former Ba'athists may not have any selfless motivations (they, and others, may just use economic shortcomings as a recruiting tool) but it seems the Shiites tribes want some sort of community improvement. 12 The community power struggle example may be a great segue way for practical lessons that can be applied tactically by the Platoon Commander on the ground. 
PRACTICAL LESSONS
The motivations and even tactics of insurgents are separated by geography. Not all lessons from street gangs will apply throughout the country uniformly.
The American military and Iraqi security forces must seek overall security in order to achieve the coalition's strategic objective. 
